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Centering 

“For God alone my soul waits in silence, for my hope is from God, who alone is my rock 
and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be shaken. On God rests my deliverance and 
my honor; my mighty rock, my refuge is God. Trust in God at all times, O people; pour 
out your heart before God who is a refuge for us.”        
    Psalm 62:5-8  
  

“For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in it them, but rested 

the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it.”  Exodus 

20:11  

  

Welcome & Opening Prayer 

Almighty God, in whom we live and love and have our being, you created us for yourself, so that 

our hearts are restless until they find rest in you. So may we worship you not with our lips at this 

hour, but in word and deed all the days of our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

  

Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God almighty! 

Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 

Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty! 

God in three persons, blessed trinity! 

  

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee, though the eye of sinful man thy 

glory may not see, 

only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 

perfect in power, in love and purity. 

  

Prayer of Illumination 

Eternal Word, present in the beginning and with us now, opens our eyes & ears to your 

teachings so that your love may be revealed in our lives for your glory through 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  

  



Scripture Reading  Psalm 46 
1 God is our refuge and strength, 

   a very present help in trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, 

   though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; 
3 though its waters roar and foam, 

   though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

          Selah 

 
4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

   the holy habitation of the Most High. 
5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; 

   God will help it when the morning dawns. 
6 The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; 

   he utters his voice, the earth melts. 
7 The Lord of hosts is with us; 

   the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

          Selah 

 
8 Come, behold the works of the Lord; 

   see what desolations he has brought on the earth. 
9 He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 

   he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear; 

   he burns the shields with fire. 
10 ‘Be still, and know that I am God! 

   I am exalted among the nations, 

   I am exalted in the earth.’ 
11 The Lord of hosts is with us; 

   the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

          Selah 

The Word of God, for the People of God.  

Thanks Be to God. Amen. 

  

Children’s Time 

Special Music   

  

Witness Still & Knowing  

Music  Freely, Freely  

Joys & Concerns 

  



Prayer of the People 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work; for our 

families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.  Lord, in your mercy, hear 

our prayers.  

  

For this community, the nation, and the world; for all who work for justice, freedom, 

and peace. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers.  

  

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. For the just and proper use 

of your creation; Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayers.  

  

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; for those who minister to the 

sick, the friendless, and the needy. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayers.  

  

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; for all who proclaim the Gospel, and all 

who seek the Truth; Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayers.   

  

For those who face health issues, diagnosis, surgery & care, Lord, in your mercy, hear 

our prayers.   

  

 For those who have died grant eternal rest and may light perpetual shine upon them 

and all who grieve, Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers.  

  

 For all that brings us joy and for all those who journey, Lord in your mercy, hear our 

prayers.   

  

For your mercy is great we gather all these prayers that have been spoken and those 

written on our hearts to you as we lift our prayers to you together, saying,   
  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offering & Prayer for the Gifts of the Community 

O God, our hope, transform our gifts and the acts of giving into ministries of love and 

compassion to all the persons this church serves in your name.  Amen. 

  

What a Friend We Have in Jesus 

What a friend we have in Jesus, 

all our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 

everything to God in prayer! 

O what peace we often forfeit, 

O what needless pain we bear, 

all because we do not carry 

everything to God in prayer!  



 

Are we weak and heavy laden,  

cumbered with a load of care?  

Precious Savior, still our refuge;  

take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 

Take it to the Lord in prayer! 

In his arms he’ll take and shield thee; 

thou wilt find a solace there. 

  

Benediction 

Go forth from this time and place, stilling our hearts and minds to know that God is our 

refuge, strength & help so that we share God’s love with those we meet this week.  May the 

blessing of God, Father, Son & Holy Spirit be with you this day and always.  Amen.  
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We are called to: be transformed by God’s love, Christ’s sacrifice and the Spirit’s 

work in our lives;  be engaged with all of God’s children from the small to the tall, the 

near and the far; celebrate, worship & praise God as we care for each other; share the 

Good News of God’s love in our thoughts, words and deeds.  
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