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Welcome & Opening Prayer 

 

Hymn  O How I Love Jesus  #170 
 

There is a name I love to hear, 
I love to sing its worth; 

it sounds like music in my ear, 
the sweetest name on earth. 

 
O how I love Jesus, O how I love Jesus, O how I love Jesus 

because he first loved me! 
 

Scripture Reading                                                     Genesis 16 
Sarai, Abram’s wife, hadn’t yet produced a child. 
 
She had an Egyptian maid named Hagar. Sarai said to Abram, 
“God has not seen fit to let me have a child. Sleep with my maid. 
Maybe I can get a family from her.” Abram agreed to do what 
Sarai said. 
 
3-4 So Sarai, Abram’s wife, took her Egyptian maid Hagar and 
gave her to her husband Abram as a wife. Abram had been 
living ten years in Canaan when this took place. He slept with 
Hagar and she got pregnant. When Hagar learned she was 
pregnant, she looked down on her mistress. 
 
5 Sarai told Abram, “It’s all your fault that I’m suffering this 
abuse. I put my maid in bed with you and the minute she knows 
she’s pregnant, she treats me like I’m nothing. May God decide 
which of us is right.” 
 
6 “You decide,” said Abram. “Your maid is your business.” 
 
Sarai was abusive to Hagar and Hagar ran away. 
 
7-8 An angel of God found her beside a spring in the desert; it 



was the spring on the road to Shur. He said, “Hagar, maid of 
Sarai, what are you doing here?” 
 
She said, “I’m running away from Sarai my mistress.” 
 
9-12 The angel of God said, “Go back to your mistress. Put up 
with her abuse.” He continued, “I’m going to give you a big 
family, children past counting. 
 
From this pregnancy, you’ll get a son: Name him Ishmael; 
    for God heard you, God answered you. 
He’ll be a bucking bronco of a man, 
    a real fighter, fighting and being fought, 
Always stirring up trouble, 
    always at odds with his family.” 
 
13 She answered God by name, praying to the God who spoke to 
her, “You’re the God who sees me! 
 
“Yes! He saw me; and then I saw him!” 
 
14 That’s how that desert spring got named “God-Alive-Sees-Me 
Spring.” That spring is still there, between Kadesh and Bered. 
 
15-16 Hagar gave Abram a son. Abram named him Ishmael. 
Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar gave him his son, 
Ishmael. 
 

Hymn  My Hope Is Built  #368 
My hope is built on nothing less  

than Jesus' blood and righteousness. 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,  

but wholly lean on Jesus' name. 
 

On Christ the solid rock I stand,  
all other ground is sinking sand; 
all other ground is sinking sand. 

 
Scripture Reading   Genesis 21:8-20 

 

8 The baby grew and was weaned. Abraham threw a big party on 
the day Isaac was weaned. 

9-10 One day Sarah saw the son that Hagar the Egyptian had borne 
to Abraham, poking fun at her son Isaac. She told Abraham, “Get 



rid of this slave woman and her son. No child of this slave is going 
to share inheritance with my son Isaac!” 

11-13 The matter gave great pain to Abraham—after all, Ishmael was 
his son. But God spoke to Abraham, “Don’t feel badly about the 
boy and your maid. Do whatever Sarah tells you. Your descendants 
will come through Isaac. Regarding your maid’s son, be assured 
that I’ll also develop a great nation from him—he’s your son, too.” 

14-16 Abraham got up early the next morning, got some food 
together and a canteen of water for Hagar, put them on her back 
and sent her away with the child. She wandered off into the desert 
of Beersheba. When the water was gone, she left the child under a 
shrub and went off, fifty yards or so. She said, “I can’t watch my 
son die.” As she sat, she broke into sobs. 

17-18 Meanwhile, God heard the boy crying. The angel of God called 
from Heaven to Hagar, “What’s wrong, Hagar? Don’t be afraid. 
God has heard the boy and knows the fix he’s in. Up now; go get 
the boy. Hold him tight. I’m going to make of him a great nation.” 

19 Just then God opened her eyes. She looked. She saw a well of 
water. She went to it and filled her canteen and gave the boy a 
long, cool drink. 

20-21 God was on the boy’s side as he grew up. He lived out in the 
desert and became a skilled archer. He lived in the Paran 
wilderness. And his mother got him a wife from Egypt. 

   Leader: The Word of God, for the People of God 
Response: Thanks Be to God. Amen. 
 

Children’s Time 
 

Special Music The Gift of Love 
 

Witness Tell Me the Stories: Ishmael 
 

Response to the Word –  
Once we were no people, but now we are your people, declaring your 
wonderful deeds in Christ, who called us out of darkness into his marvelous 
light to be the body of Christ in the World.   
Now with the Holy Spirit may we live our faith as we tell our story. 

 

Prayers for the World & the Gifts of the Community 
 

 
 



Hymn  Where He Leads  #338 
I can hear my Savior calling, 
I can hear my Savior calling,  
I can hear my Savior calling, 

Take thy cross and follow, follow me. 
 

Where he leads me I will follow, 
Where he leads me I will follow, 
Where he leads me I will follow 

I'll go with him, with him all the way. 
 
 

Benediction  
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 We are called to be: 
      Transformed by God’s love, Christ’s sacrifice and the Spirit’s work in our lives.  

  

      Engaged with all of God’s children from the small to the tall, the near and the far.  

  

     Celebrate, worship & praise God as we care for each other.  

  

  Share the Good News of God’s love in our thoughts, words and deeds.  
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