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I appreciate the grace of God and in scripture.  There is 

always some doubt in my mind that I did enough to proclaim the 

Risen Savior each week.  I rest in the grace of God knowing that 

on any given day, I do my best but trust knowing that the Holy 

Spirit is tasked with taking what is said and making it important 

in the life of those who hear.  On Christmas Eve & Easter Sunday, 

pastors always worry if they were able to reach those who only 

come on these days.  And then when preparing for the next 

worship service, I am reminded that we are in a season and there 

is still time to share the Good News of Jesus Christ.  This is 

especially true in our Gospel reading from John, which picks up 

exactly where we left off as Mary goes to tell the disciples of Jesus’ 

resurrection.  

Our reading today begins later that Easter day.  Easter, for 

any of us is never a one and done experience.  We read that the 

disciples are in a locked room for they were afraid of the Jews.  

This one line has caused incredible damage in 2000 years.  There 

has been a rise over the last 8 years in violence towards 

individuals & communities of Jewish faith.  The better translation, 

is what I printed in the bulletin which states that the disciples 

were fearful of the Jewish authorities.  We don’t know if it was 

continued fear over being known as a follower of Jesus or was a 

result of the missing body of Jesus and Mary’s proclamation.   
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Hours after receiving Mary’s message from Jesus, the disciples, 10 

of them anyway, were in a locked room fearful.  And in comes 

Jesus announcing peace, not once but twice before sending the 

disciples out to forgive or retain sins.   

Here ends the first day of Easter.  6 more days before our 

story continues.  When I concluded our sermon last week, I sent 

us out to Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all 

the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the times you 

can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.” So did we 

go out and do all the good we could?  I know that after Church on 

Sunday, I took a nap!  It’s easy to point out that the disciples did 

nothing for 6 days, even though Jesus sent them out.  It would be 

easy to put all sorts of reasons why the disciples did nothing.  But 

the reality is that we don’t know why but we can relate.   

And even though the disciples did nothing, Jesus shows up 

again, announces peace, again, and shows Thomas his scars.  We 

talked last week about the bad wrap that Thomas gets being called 

the doubter.  I read a commentary that reframed it – it wasn’t just 

that Thomas wanted what the other 10 disciples got but perhaps 

that Thomas just didn’t believe the disciples themselves.  We can 

relate to this too – people tell us solutions all the time and we 

many of us have healthy skepticism when encountering them.  But 

Jesus was persistent and shows up again, granting peace, showing 
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the wounds and the gospel ends telling us that Jesus did many 

other signs for the disciples.  Jesus just kept working.  We don’t 

know just how long, according to this Gospel account, that Jesus 

kept showing up, announcing peace and encouraging the disciples 

to get on with the work to which they were called.  The book of 

Acts tells us that it was 50 days from Easter when Jesus ascends 

and the Holy Spirit descends.  Jesus kept on with the good news 

until they believe. 

This is particularly poignant then when we read from the 

letter of 1st John.  The author, whether the apostle John (author of 

the Gospel) or a member of the community founded by John says: 

“3we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also 

may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the 

Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these things 

so that our joy may be complete.”  It’s almost as if they completely 

understand what it may be like not getting it the first time around.   

The story today reminds us that Jesus meets our needs, even 

when we don’t ask for it directly.  The resurrection did not erase 

the pain that came with crucifixion.  It’s important for us to 

remember that while the disciples were not crucified they were 

certainly traumatized.  Perhaps that helps us empathize with why 

they stayed put.  They needed a chance to catch their breath.  Our 

presence today demonstrated that not only did the disciples 
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turned apostles get it together but that faithful followers have for 

over two thousand years.  The grace that Jesus offered them and 

us is that this is not a once in a lifetime opportunity, but an 

invitation that is continually offered with grace, with peace, with 

love, with mercy. Mary in the garden and Thomas in the room, 

responded to Jesus by declaring Jesus as their Lord.  May we 

leave this room, this day, not just saying that Jesus is Lord but 

that we may bring Jesus’ peace into the places we go.  

Jesus gives peace and sends us out to forgive sins.  Peace & 

forgiveness are incredible gifts.  Are we keeping them to 

ourselves?  Are we keeping them in this room?  What would our 

community look like right now, if in every interaction we sought 

to quiet each other’s fears and to forgive what others are carrying.  

Jesus came into the world, a light to shine in the darkness.  Jesus 

came into the world as the resurrection and the life, for all to have 

abundant life.  But when I listen to conversations, not necessarily 

here in the sanctuary but beyond these 4 walls, I hear so much 

pain, guilt, should’ves, worry, anxiety.  What if, when we 

encountered brothers and sisters we spoke words of peace to quiet 

the fear.  What if, when we encountered sisters and brothers we 

offered forgiveness and grace.  What if, when we looked in the 

mirror we did the same.   
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I love to sing.  It was something I would spend hours doing 

in my room as a child & teenager.  We sang at each of our youth 

group meetings.  I have had many songs over the last 4 decades 

keep me company.  The ones that pop up the most: 

“Have you seen Jesus my Lord, he’s here in plain view, take a 

look open your eyes, he’ll show it to you. Have you ever stood in 

the family, with the Lord there in your midst? Seen the face of 

Christ on your brother? Then I say you've seen, Jesus, my Lord.”  

“Peace, give I to you” x2 Not as the world gives, give I to you.  

Peace, give I to you.” 

May we go forth showing & sharing peace and forgiveness in 

all that we say and do.  In the name of the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit.  Amen.   

 


