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Who doesn’t love a good mystery.  I remember growing up watching 

Murder She Wrote, Columbo mysteries, Father Dowling Mysteries, 

Magnum PI, Hart to Hart, Charlie’s Angels, Spencer for Hire, Rockford 

Files, Remington Steele, Simon & Simon.  I could not tell you how many 

hours of my childhood was spent watching these stories.  We even watched 

the reruns.  And sure sometimes we knew the solution very early in the 

episode but there was often something that we missed and was revealed in 

the solution at the end of the episode.  I remember being able to rest in the 

promise that everything would be alright at the end of the episode, unless it 

was sweeps week or the season finale.  We all learned to tamper expectation 

of who did it if it was near the end of the school year because we might just 

have to wait until school started back to find solve the mystery.  We love 

mysteries but we want all the answers and everything wrapped up quickly.  

Am I right? 

And yet, as followers of Jesus we have a whole lot of mystery.  Our 

Gospel reading is a strange one. It’s not the more familiar story of the road 

to Emmaus where Jesus joins disciples walking on the road to Emmaus and 

is told all about the what the resurrection really meant as Jesus opened 

their minds and with the breaking of the bread Jesus is made known.  No, 

this is the 5th post resurrection story in the Gospel of Luke.  Did you catch 

how the disciples reacted to Jesus’ presence among them?  Fearful, or more 

correct terrified even though Jesus announced peace in their midst.  They 

could not understand, even after 4 previous encounters that Jesus was 

resurrected.  So, Jesus went to work, opening their hearts and minds.  5 

episodes in and non one is getting it.  And that’s okay.  In fact, that is part 

of the call.  
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As much as Jesus opens our hearts and minds there are just some 

mysterious and paradoxical parts of faith in God.  As much as science has 

taught us we cannot fully get it all together.  Easter is about not all about 

joyful shouts of acclamation, alleluia, beautiful flowers and pretty dresses.  

We know that Easter did not erase the pain of the cross and it was not 

meant to.  When we look at the cross we see light, love & promise because 

we are so far removed from the pain of that moment that we sometimes 

gloss over or at least move on with the solution too quickly. And yet, while 

we are removed from the death of Jesus on the cross, we each have had 

pain in our lives, some so deep it hurts all the way to our souls. We have all 

encountered the grief that comes with the death of a loved one.  Because of 

our societies obsession with having everything solved and tidy as quickly as 

possible, many of us are not comfortable resting in mystery or awkward 

silence.  In fact we have developed this “great sayings” when things are 

hard, immediately offering that this person is in a better place or that 

everything happens for a reason.  When it comes to death, we know in our 

hearts & minds that yes the deceased is no longer suffering – their pain & 

suffering is over but for us, left on earth, our pain is just beginning.  Even if 

the death of a loved one who has battled illness for a long time there is 

some release from our pain or burden but the grief of no longer holding and 

seeing one we love is real and painful. 

Jesus stands among those who know him best and there is fear.  It is 

helpful for us to see that resurrection, as experienced by the disciples, those 

who were there, is awkward, scary, weird and different.  The Good News of 

the Resurrection isn’t just in the reward to come but also in the lives of 

those who lived it first.  The promise & reality of the Easter story is 
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especially powerful in our days right now.  The disciples did not have it all 

together then and we don’t have to, either.  We can have confusion about 

how to we live with mystery throughout the Easter season.  

Too often in our hurry to get our work done we miss the many gifts 

that are present with us each day.  We know that it is counterintuitive that 

rest really does make us more efficient.  God has offered us rhythms of life 

and yet even all these years later, we do not get the transformational 

promises of God.  Our epistle reading continuing from last week in 1st John 

speaks of love and even seems to contradict what we read last week.  But 

those who abide in Christ take on Christ’s sinlessness. But it isn’t so much 

contradiction but that the relationship that God grants to us, through the 

power of love gives us hope and witness to the world. We are called to abide 

in love with God, each other, and ourselves.   This call to love in our lives is 

not just loving those whom we agree with.  That’s easy.  The love God has 

for us is transformational if we let God work in our lives and allows our 

hearts to grow so that we can love and live with those whom we disagree.  

 This brings us back to our mystery.  We can’t explain how it all works.  

And yet God asks us to be centered in the love God has for individually as 

well as the world.  How can we love those we do not know.  Or perhaps even 

harder – how do we love those whom we do not like or agree with?  Why do 

other people matter in this equation, isn’t it just me and Jesus?  We only 

have to turn to John 3:16 to answer this because God so loved the 

world….the world as a whole and the world as made of millions of 

individuals.  So how do we even begin?  Repentance.  It begins with 

repentance.  When we look in our hearts & minds for those things that 

make it hard to love others, our hearts and minds begin to change.  This 
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repentance leads to fostering humility and there on our knees, God grants 

forgiveness.  It’s not our job to judge those in the world, our job is to model 

the repentance to which we are called and practice, practice, practice 

forgiveness.   

 Last Fall, a new television show called Ted Lasso debuted on a 

streaming channel.  It’s the story of an American College Football coach 

from Kansas who is hired to go to the lead the Associated Football Club 

Richmond outside of London.  Throughout the 10 episodes you meet 

wonderfully complex people who are trying to navigate life.  When Josh 

turned on the first couple of episodes I was not that interested and some 

may be turned off by the very salty language but in the coarse of this story 

we find the most amazing example of forgiveness and humility outside of 

the Gospel.  Without giving away all the mystery of the season, the owner of 

the club has recently gone through a divorce and she got the club in the 

settlement.  Her goal was to destroy the only thing her ex ever loved – AFC 

Richmond.  You see this woman who is attempting to get revenge, in the 

process hurting lots of people.  When she is confronted near in the 

penultimate episode, in her confession to the one she sought to hurt, she is 

met not with anger but forgiveness.   

Rebecca: “I lied to you. I hired you because I wanted you to fail and 

sabotaged you every chance I had. I wanted to cause him pain and 

suffering.  I did not care who I used or who hurt. I am so sorry.”  

Ted: “I forgive you.”  

Rebecca: “Why?” 
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Ted: “Divorce is hard. It makes folks do crazy things…But this job, it 

changed my life…you and me, we’re okay…You know I think if you care 

about someone and you have a little love in your heart, there is nothing you 

can’t get through together.” 

I have never seen such an honest, heartfelt apology and forgiveness.  

Never have a seen the model of what Jesus shows us that between Ted & 

Rebecca.  The mystery of humility, confession and forgiveness that is life 

changing, not just for these two individually but everyone within this 

community.  

 God invites us into the holy mystery, in which humility & forgiveness 

are life transforming.  We are called to forgive those who did not see us as 

God sees us.  To forgive those who did not love us as God loves us. To 

forgive those who lash out in fear for they do not know what they do.  In 

January through the baptism of Jesus we were reminded to remember our 

baptism and be thankful for God called us his own children, beloveds.  We 

continue to remember who we are and whose we are.  Breathe and know 

that. Breathe and know God only created one of us.  Breathe and know God 

created the world in which we live.  Breathe and know God created us to 

live in this world for a time.  Breathe and know this mystery, that God 

knows our imperfections, weaknesses, failures, fears, anxieties and still 

calls us beloved speaking peace in all places.  Breathe and let the love of 

God over take all of that so we may know the peace of God.  May we 

practice living in the mystery.  May we practice living in peace.  May we 

practice living forgiveness so that others may see the mystery of God and 

peace that is offered when in relationship with the one who made each of 

us.  In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  


