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 As a young preacher, I much preferred to preach Advent & 

Christmas.  The lights & decorations, the beautiful music 

everywhere you meant.  Fun, feel good movies.  The love & light in 

the incarnation are infectious. Even those who may not believe in 

the virgin birth are brought into to celebrate new life among us.  

Lent & Easter?  They are a much harder sell.  Who wants to give 

stuff up (especially after this year) and then be confronted with a 

story that seems even more improbable than a virgin birth.  And 

yet, it is the Easter story that offers us more than we may be ready 

for. 

 We have 2 resurrection stories this Easter.  The first one, 

Lazarus, and the second Jesus.  In the Gospel of John it is the 

resurrection of Lazarus that sets the religious authorities path 

towards Jesus’ death, when Caiaphas says it is better for one man 

to be put to death than for the whole nation to be destroyed. In 

some ways this logic finds it’s way in the Star Trek universe when 

Spock tells Kirk that the needs of the many outweigh the needs of 

the few.  Except, even logical Spock learns that the illogical, 

human thing to do in many cases is to save the one.  Martha 

comes to meet Jesus as he arrives she says that if he had been 

here, Lazarus would not have died.  The disciples were worried 

that Jesus came at all, seeing as he had just survived an attempted 
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stoning. Jesus told the disciples that he for their sake he was glad 

so that they may believe.  This is important for us today. 

 Theodicy is the study of why bad things happen to good 

people.  How many times have we not just encountered this 

question but heard unhelpful answers.  Our belief in God does not 

preclude suffering and while God does not cause it, God can and 

does use it.  Martha confesses her faith that she knows that her 

brother will rise on the final day but Jesus responds to her and 

says, I am the resurrection AND the life.  Jesus is both.  This is a 

reminder of Jesus’ I am statement about being the way, the truth 

and the life that we heard at the beginning of Lent.  As Jesus prays 

to God, he thanks God for hearing him, calling us to remember 

that God is the Good Shepherd and when Lazarus arises it is 

because the sheep hear and follow the voice of the Shepherd. 

  The raising of Lazarus from the dead is in the middle of the 

Gospel of John.  It is the last of the 7 signs and then shifts Jesus’ 

focus on being made known in the world to teaching & preparing 

the disciples for what is coming, his suffering, arrest and death.  

Even though Jesus worked hard preparing those he was closest to, 

none of them were prepared and understood.  Too often Thomas 

get’s the bad wrap as being the one who doubted, but in our 

Gospel reading, though Mary reported to Simon Peter and the 

disciple that he loved, that Jesus’ body was gone, they did not 
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believe and ran to see.  Upon seeing the truth and not grasping 

what had occurred, they returned home.  Mary, on the other hand, 

walked in darkness and did not leave until she had an answer.  

Mary persisted and it paid off.  Not only did Mary experience the 

resurrected Jesus first, she was the first preacher of the Good 

News.  

 So now what?  Do we follow after the examples of Simon 

Peter and the disciple that Jesus’ loved going home and carrying 

on about our day?  Do we follow after the example of Mary, 

proclaiming the risen Savior saying I have seen the Lord?  Jesus is 

indeed the resurrection and the life and now what do we do?  If we 

do as we’ve always done, we will get what we always have gotten.  

But if we do something new, our lives will change.  Jesus is 

offering us all a new life – not just in the future – but in the here 

and now.  A life that is filled with love and care. A life that is not 

bound in meaning that other’s give to us.  The life that Jesus is 

offering, is an abundant life where we have what we need and are 

loved beyond understanding.  May we live this abundant life, not 

just for ourselves but by sharing this good news with all those 

around us.  “Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in 

all the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the times you 

can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.” 

 


