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 We spent the summer looking at stories from the book of Genesis.  

Noah received the first promise, the promise to never again flood the earth.  

Abram and then Abraham established the covenant with God, one that we 

still have today.  We don’t talk much about that covenant.  We spend more 

time on our own baptismal covenant with God.  But the promises that God 

made with Abraham, when God alone walked between the sacrifice are 

being recalled here.  God’s promise is not just for Abraham and it’s not just 

for us, it’s open for all who will believe.  God is keeping the covenant and 

like with Abraham is asking us to live into it as well. 

The prophet Isaiah is well aware that the people of Israel are not on 

the best of terms with the countries around them.  These countries 

represented those who had been at war with them way back in chapter 9.  

There was more than a little water under the bridge.  And God is calling 

them to be a light to all the nations.  Am I alone in not wanting to engage 

with people who I’ve had disagreements with?  I don’t want to share 

anything with them, let alone the good news.  But that is my way, not God’s 

way.  

God is calling us to share the good news. Buddy the Elf, tells us, “the 

best way to spread Christmas cheer is singing loud for all to hear!”  

Throughout the movie he says this many times.  We think it’s just 

something Buddy likes to say, like there are 4 food groups, candy, candy 

canes, candy corn and syrup.  No, this is important to know because at the 

climax of the movie, with Christmas on the line, his girlfriend Jovie bravely 

begins singing on TV so that others would believe. 
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Now God isn’t calling us to save Christmas by singing Santa Claus is 

Coming to Town, but to share the good news of great joy.  With the end of 

worship on Sunday morning Advent ends and the beginning of the 

Christmas season begins.  And what is Christmas without the carols.  

Angels We Have Heard on High, Hark the Herald Angels Sing, What Child 

is This, God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen.  These are just a few of the hymns 

that tell of the good news of great joy.   

True God of true God, light of light eternal, lo, he shuns not the 

virgin’s womb; Son of the Father, begotten not created; O Come let us 

adore him, O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him, Christ the 

Lord.  This is what we read in the Gospel today -  “The true light, which 

enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.”  So how do we best share 

the light for everyone? 

Think about the first time you remember encountering the good 

news? Some of us only ever knew the good news.  Some of us came to it 

later in life.  Some of us have ebbed and flowed.  Now think of a time when 

you wanted nothing to do with good news.  I wonder – is the difference how 

it was shared?  I remember walking out of a coffee shop when I was in high 

school, walking back to my church for bible study.  I was stopped on the 

street corner and asked by someone if I knew Jesus Christ as my personal 

Lord and Savior.  When I answered yes I knew Jesus, I was told I would go 

to hell if I did not accept Jesus Christ as my personal Lord and Savior.  I 

was late for Bible study.  I kept talking to this person, trying to understand 

why this was the only way to know Jesus.  I knew enough scripture and 

especially the red letters that Jesus never once said saying these words were 

the only way to be saved.  27 years later and I still push back when I get 
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asked that question.  Now you know me well enough to know that I do 

know and believe in Jesus Christ and try to live faithfully.  But you also 

know that I will never condemn someone to hell because it is not my place 

to make that judgment.  Ever.  That alone lies with God. Several years later, 

I asked a Baptist preacher that I knew more about it.  He shared that it is 

easier for people to share their faith if they know what to say.  I agreed and 

offered some other options than the non-biblical sinners prayer.  He smiled 

and agreed.  He said, he tries to love people to heaven than scare them from 

hell.   

How we share the good news matter.  How we live our life matters.  

May all that we say and do work towards enlighten everyone.  As we move 

from Advent to Christmas and beyond, may we be known for enlightening, 

sharing the light to all.  May people know us as those who love in all that we 

say and do because the light shines in the darkness and the darkness did 

not overcome it.  In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 


